
Abercrombie Engraving
congratulates
Owairoa Primary School 
on their 50th Jubilee

Phone 533 5923 
www.abercrombieengraving.co.nz

Reward Success with Trophies 
By Abercrombie Engraving

116835

www.explorertours.net.nz
Phone (09) 58 000 14

Call for  your no-obligation quote

• Mini van hire
•  Bus and tour coach hire for any occasion

11
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It’s no secret... One of New Zealand’s finest primary 
schools is now available to your child.

Owairoa Primary School
Nelson Street, Howick. www.owairoa.school.nz

Give your child an educational advantage
Call now for a prospectus on 09 538 0060

Owairoa Primary School is now Zone Free. 
The Board of Trustees is pleased to no longer 
be constrained by an unnecessary enrolment 
zone and continue to support an environment 

where Parents have a choice in the selection of 
a school which best meets the needs of their 
children. We aspire to excellence and offer a 
wealth of opportunities and facilities.

GOLDEN JUBILEE

owairoa 
primary school

1962-2012



94 Picton Street, Howick
Phone 534 8716 114399

Did you know that 
most of a child’s 
learning is visual?
Does your child complain of headaches, 
fuzzy or blurred vision, shuts one eye 
when reading, avoids close work, blinks 
a lot or rubs their eyes, copies incorrectly 
from whiteboard, has poor concentration, 
reverses letters or numbers, holds books 
close to read?

Then an eye check 
may be needed!
Undetected vision problems can be 
monitored and/or detected with an eye 
examination with your Optometrist. 

An Optometrist will not only check distance 
and near vision but also your child’s ability 
to change focus, fixate on an object, colour 
vision and eye health.

If you have a Community Services Card, 
subsidy is available to chidren up to the age 
of 15. 

To book an appointment or to discuss any 
issues you may have, please phone our 
friendly professional staff.

Debra Steffany
09 535 5710
cell 027 2727 883
debra.steffany@xtra.co.nz

Before and After School Care 
situated within the grounds at Owairoa 
Primary School for 13 successful years

After School Care
3.00pm - 6.00pm

Before School Care 
7.00am - 8.30pm

Holiday program 
7.30am - 6.00pm

School half days
All meals are provided
Winz subsidy available
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RICES MALL 
CONGRATULATES

Owairoa School
on 50 years of
education and

community involvement
in Howick.

RICES MALL TENANTS: Paper Plus, Bedroom Affair, Howick Village Butchery,RICES MALL TENANTS: Paper Plus, Bedroom Affair, Howick Village Butchery,
Avenrose Florist, Perfect Partners, Howick Mens Hairdressers, Spot Hair Salon,Avenrose Florist, Perfect Partners, Howick Mens Hairdressers, Spot Hair Salon,

Tim England Accountants, Bespoke Architects, Salvation Army Family Store,Tim England Accountants, Bespoke Architects, Salvation Army Family Store,
Howick Sushi, Pakuranga and Howick Realty, iEngrave.Howick Sushi, Pakuranga and Howick Realty, iEngrave.

Howick Village Association - Howick Village Radio, Baker’s Delight, Joes Emporium.Howick Village Association - Howick Village Radio, Baker’s Delight, Joes Emporium.
112234

Congratulations to
Owairoa Primary School 

on reaching
your Golden Jubilee

www.argyleschoolwear.co.nz
Phone 622 1110

96 Mays Road, Auckland

Why choose 
Hygiene House?
Our customers’ expectations are 

always exceeded for service, 
quality and efficiency.

Customers’ needs are listened to 
and quickly responded to. Our 

business is about hygiene, but our 
focus is on customer service.
We have an online ordering 

system second to none.

Ph 0508 494 436
or 273 1224

www.hygienehouse.co.nz
38A Greenmount Dr,

East Tamaki, Auckland

115036

209 Moore St, Howick. Ph 535 4231.
grasslandsoutdoor@xtra.co.nz

www.grasslands.co.nz

GRASSLANDS
OUTDOOR & LEISURE LTD
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Call in and see why these 
custom designed bikes 

are truly the best kids’ 
bikes on the market

Proudly standing together with
Mr Alan McIntyre and the team

at Owairoa Primary School
on celebrating 50 years

of educating local children

Howick Office 
Supplies

Office & School Stationery,
Copy Centre

Shop 1/5 Cook Street, 
Howick

Phone 534 4413
E: info@officesupply.co.nz
www.officesupply.co.nz

116839

116833

Congratulations

Owairoa Primary School

on your Golden Jubilee.

John Savory 
Pharmacy

Congratulations to Owairoa Primary 
School for 50 years of service to local 
families. We are almost as old with 

49 years of service!
• Prescriptions • Medicines

• Vitamins • Hair Care • Cosmetics
• Passport Photos • Digital Prints

Specialists in:
Medicine management compliance packaging

78 Vincent St, Howick.
Phone 534 8262.

112242

我們有能說華語及粵語的
藥劑師為您提供服務

Searle 
Builders

Ltd
H Residential

H Light Commercial
Specialists in

Education Sector

105 Kawakawa Bay Coast Rd
RD5 Papakura 2585

Ph 09 292 2749
Fax 09 299 8230

Mobile 021 724 691
dgsearle@xtra.co.nz
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Congratulations 
on the fi rst

50 years

– we look forward to

working together

for the next 50

116849

Edwards Sound Systems Ltd
THE WAY WE PUT IT TOGETHER SETS YOU APART

David Moon Director
Mobile 027 648 8800

16 MELISSA PLACE,
FARM COVE, PAKURANGA

PH 576 9847
Email: moonie@clear.net.nz

“We congratulate
Owairoa Primary School

on achieving such a milestone”

Tour Groups •
Sports Groups •
Senior Citizen •

Groups 
Day Tours •

Company Business & •
Social Functions 

Design Your Own Tours •

119603

Contracting • Factory Maintenance • Industrial Electronics • Automation 

T e l e p h o n e :  0 9  2 7 6  2 5 1 2  w w w . d a l t o n e l e c t r i c a l . c o . nz

2011 World Skills Representative London

2010 ECANZ Excellence Winners in Industrial Automation

2009/2010 ECANZ Industrial Apprentice of the Year

Congratulations Owairoa
50 years of Educational Excellence

116840 115634

Proud to support 
Owairoa Primary School

182 Moore St, Howick. 
Phone 535 7894.

School celebrates 50 years of Excellence
Providing first class education 
to the children of Howick since 
1962, Owairoa Primary School’s 
Golden Jubilee celebrations 
marked a highly successful 50 
years and also focused on a 
progressive future.

Principal Alan McIntyre says 
Jubilee events were well 
attended by former staff 
members and students who 
took great delight in checking 
out the archive display.

The school’s beginnings were 
detailed in a logbook kept by 
foundation principal, George 
Kenny, whose tenure spanned 
nearly nine years from 1961 to 
1969. 

This logbook is currently on 
display at Owairoa along with 
an extensive range of 
photographs, outdated 
audio-visual equipment, old 
uniforms, news clippings, school 
magazines and more for the 
public to peruse over the next 
few weeks.

Opened on February 5, 1962 
with a roll of 365 students and 
12 teachers, the school was 
originally named Nelson Street 
School. 

Formed, initially, as an offshoot 
of Howick Primary School, the 
new school took the overflow of 
Howick Primary students as well 
as some younger pupils from 
the newly created Howick 
Intermediate, which had 
transitioned from a ‘district 
school’ to an intermediate 
school.

The school’s name was changed 
to Owairoa Primary School at 
the first school committee 
meeting and the committee 
also settled on a badge design, 
which has changed over time.

Officially opened more than a 
year later on March 30, 1963, 
Owairoa comprised of  

11 classrooms in three buildings 
which still stand today but are 
set to be gutted and 
modernised this year. 

Work on the first addition, the 
school hall, commenced in 
September 1966. It was 
completed in 1967 but just four 
years later in 1971 had to be 
extended.

Current principal Alan McIntyre 
took the reins in 1990, and 
steered the school into 
‘Tomorrow’s Schools’, presiding 
over a number of changes which 
were occurring in schools 
nationwide which included the 
introduction of Boards of 
Trustees.

Today Owairoa has a strong 
focus on the environment and 
the school has achieved its 

Silver Enviroschools award. It is 
now working towards the top 
award, the Green-Gold Award.

The ‘Super Start’ transition to 
school programme has 
achieved national recognition. 
Students in the junior school 
enjoy some of the lowest class 
sizes in the area.

The most recent Education 
Review Office report stated 
“the school is very well 
resourced and has a focus on 
environmental sustainability... 
the school’s culture is inclusive 
and there is strong sense of 
care and collective ownership 
for the wellbeing of students, 
staff and parents.”

This enthusiasm about the 
environment led the school to 
establishing a native walkway in 

1995, providing students with a 
unique educational 
environment. 

Likewise, the Chinese Garden of 
Friendship which opened in 
2002 provides students with a 
haven during lunch breaks and 
shows the school’s strong ties 
with international students.

In fact, the school offers an 
extensive international student 
centre and transition 
programmes for these foreign 
students who are encouraged 
to participate in intensive 
English programmes as well as 
in sporting and cultural 
opportunities.

In fact the ERO report notes: 
“Students make the most of 
opportunities to engage in a 
wide range of co-curricular 

opportunities which 
complement their class 
programmes.”

Under Mr McIntyre, the school 
has grown to 40 classrooms 
accommodating more than 600 
students and 70 staff members. 

A highly popular school in the 
Howick area and further afield, 
Owairoa’s top reputation 
attracts families Auckland-wide. 

The education report states the 
school “is making a positive 
difference to learning outcomes 
for children. 

“Students are highly motivated 
and keen to learn and present 
as capable and independent 
learners. They are well engaged 
in classes and are able to talk 
about their learning”.

Mr McIntyre says many parents 
of students have moved their 
families into the traditional 
school zone specifically so they 
can attend Owairoa. “We have 
also had parents enrol one and 
two-year-olds to ensure their 
child’s spot is secure,” he adds.

And while it’s still early in the 
2012 school year, big things are 
already happening all in line 
with the school enterprising 
approach to all-round 
education.

“We’ve just completed a 
fantastic fitness trail along the 
boundary of the school and 
we’re planning to build a heated 
indoor pool complex as soon as 
possible so students can swim 
all year round.”  

The Jubilee festivities kicked off 
on Friday with an in-school 
celebration, PTA sausage sizzle 
fundraiser and open afternoon 
school tours.

Saturday saw a staff brunch for 
current and past staff and Board 
of Trustees members followed 
by grand school tours, hosted 
by Owairoa students and 
ex-students. 

Classrooms were open for 
viewing and a tree planting 
ceremony followed at which 
members of the Howard family 
planted a gorgeous kauri tree 
by the flagpole.

After the tree was blessed, the 
Jubilee ceremony kicked off in 
the hall where the school 
ukulele group, dance group and 
school choir performed before 
the lighting of the jubilee 
candle and cutting of the cake.

The school’s time capsule, 
created at the 25th Jubilee in 
1987, was also opened and the 
‘Chatter and Platter’ continued 
late into the night. Final verdict 
– what a way to complete 50 
years!
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